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1926

Historical series
Preface 2021: Back in the 1990s when 
we offered the first Discovery school-
site workshops, slideshows were actu-
ally made from slides! I photographed 
9x9-inch aerial images, scaled, 
cropped and rotated for teachers to 
project in their classrooms. Today, in 
Arcmap, overlaying and georeferenc-
ing is easier—not to mention sharing 
digitally and online. And, we have 
more imagery, from subsequent flights 
and even some prior historic missions, 
such as . . .

1926
I've long used Navy 1929 aerials, 
but only recently acquired a 'lost' set 
for Sayéik (Douglas Island), flown 3 
years earlier. A quarter century after 
gold-miners' heyday, they revealed a 
scalped landscape. 1 Treadwell Ditch 
ran across lower left, more open than 
on subsequent photos. The T'aakú 
village, Anax Yaa Andagan Yé, where 
sun's rays hit first, was densely packed 
inside what Euros named Mayflower 
Island. Inset showed it 26 years earlier. 
Trees not logged on hill beyond were 
likely defoliated from toxic fumes.

1 Stereo in our site workshop pdf page 9, 
confirms Crow Hill completely logged..  
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Following are 6 more aerial views, precisely aligned. 
Flip through in Acrobat. Hold your cursor to a point of 
interest and advance with arrow keys or mouse roller, 

to see how specific locations changed. 
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http://juneaunature.discoverysoutheast.org/category/tools/photography/stereo-photography/
http://juneaunature.discoverysoutheast.org/content_item/nature-near-the-schools-sayeik-elementary-1991/
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19481948
The Navy returned to Southeast Alaska 
for a second post-war mission in 1948, 
again taking advantage of military 
advances in rapid cartographic survey. 
Many of today's USGS topographic 
maps are still based on the 1948 imag-
ery. Planes flew quite high, so this is 
was lowest resolution of my series. 

Comparing downtown Douglas to 
the previous photo, 22 years earlier, 
there were actually fewer buildings. 
A fire in 1937 destroyed half of them, 
and it was no longer a bustling miner's 
city. 1 Clearing hadn't yet begun on the 
site of the future elementary school.

Hillside rose steeply on lower left, 
causing issues with proper rectifica-
tion, so not all of my georeferenced 
Arc-exports captured Treadwell Ditch 
trail, barely showing here. 

Inset photo taken a month prior. By 
Aug15th, construction had begun on 
a causeway out to Mayflower Island. 
Treadwell, pop. 2000 in 1910, was 
nearly a ghost town by 1948. 

I've marked Bear Creek Reservoir, 
built in 1934, with a yellow arrow.  

1 Two fires preceded this one, in 1911 
and 1926. Close-packed homes, wood 
shingles, woodburning stoves plus wind are 
a recipe for fast-spreading, town-incinerating 
conflagrations. 
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19621962
In the late 1950s & early 60s, USFS 
flew "resource photography" at lower 
elevation than the Navy's cartographic 
imagery, mostly for assessment of 
commercially valuable forest. Target-
ing mostly timberlands of the southern 
Tongass, they also flew communities, 
such as Juneau and Douglas. 

A smaller predecessor of the 
elementary school was built by 1957 
(inset photo) on a displaced T'aakú 
Kwáan cemetery.

Causeway to Mayflower Island, just 
beginning in 1948, was now complete. 
No boat harbor yet, or Savikko Park 
facilities, partly because the way 
had only just been cleared by illegal 
removal of the village, described in 
the newspaper as a practise controlled-
burn. Twenty homes at Anax Yaa 
Andagan Yé, where sun's rays hit first, 
were destroyed in early May, 1962, 
while residents were mostly upriver at 
fish camps. (Morris interview, end of 
this document) This USFS aerial was 
taken just 2 months later.

No quarry yet on Crow Hill, where 
smooth-textured forest was coming 
back from mining-era logging. Bear 
Creek Reservoir was full, and in this 
sharper image its access road was 
more apparent. 
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19841984
On a recent Discovery staff outing 
(20210122), we bushwacked from 
Crow Hill Quarry south to the old 
reservoir dam on Bear Creek. None of 
us knew, even to the nearest decade, the 
age of the quarry or dam, which is actu-
ally what motivated this assemblage of 
historical imagery.  

I did remember from my 1980s&90s 
visits to Bear Creek meadows that the 
slate quarry was raw and active then 
(photo below). Compare this 1984 
USFS 'resource photos' to the1979 
color infrared inset on right, when no 
road encircled Crow Hill, and the future 
quarry was a young alder thicket. 

As for Bear Creek Reservoir, it still 
held water. Toggling back and forth 
between this page and the next, for 
1996, two related changes will be visi-
ble; the reservoir was dewatered, and a 
water tank appeared on Crow Hill. 
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19961996
NASA returned to Southeast Alaska 
in this year, to refly all of Southeast 
Alaska with very high elevation U2 
cartographic imagery, similar to the 
wonderful inch-to-the-mile 1979 color 
infrareds (CIRs) on previous page. 
From 80,000 feet, some detail is lost, 
but tree-lean and mountain-slope warp-
ing associated with lower-elevation 
missions are minimized. Unfortu-
nately, NASA used the wrong film 
(Mark Riley, Geometronics, pers com), 
and pale areas such as roads, rooftops, 
and Savikko Park were over-exposed, 
washing pure white. 

As GIS was being developed in the 
late 1990s, the Forest Service scanned, 
georeferenced and mosaiced the NASA 
aerials to create a seamless ortho-
photography layer for the Tongass. 
At 6-foot pixel, it's rather coarse 
compared to subsequent imagery 
(and converted from CIR to B&W for 
easier dissemination). But this was the 
first complete SE AK ortho-coverage, 
launching many of us into the world of 
digital cartography. 

By 1996, the water tank had 
appeared on Crow Hill, and Bear 
Creek reservoir was gone.
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20132013
In this year, preparing for our wetland 
assessments in 2014 (inset, taken at 
yellow arrow on left of aerial), the 
City commissioned an extraordinary 
LiDAR-&-orthophotograpy mission 
from Watershed Sciences Inc (subse-
quently merged with other companies 
to form Quantum Spatial). At 6-inch-
pixel, this remains by far our sharpest 
resolution borough-wide imagery, 
exceeded only by my drone-based 
orthomosaics for relatively tiny areas.   

Color infrared is superior to true 
color (eg, next page) for distinguishing 
conifer from deciduous stands. In June 
2013, fully-leaved red alders filled in 
all but one small active portion of the 
quarry. CIRs also revealed the strong 
deciduous shrub component to forested 
wetlands north of the 9-foot-wide 
gravel trail (showing well in grey). In 
my journal for May 8th, 2014:   

"None of us realized how popular the 
new trail has become for Douglas 
residents since Trail Mix bermed and 
graveled it. A steady parade of walkers 
passed us on this sunny Thursday—most 
with dogs who joyously ranged off trail 
into the peat in all directions (answer-
ing one of Pauls WESPAK dataform 
questions about %area-visitation)"
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20202020
Until the past year or two, my go-to 
sources for fairly current online aerial 
imagery were Google Earth and 
BING. But ArcGIS Online (AOL)
has surpassed them in almost every 
way. It's easy to set up a free personal 
account that allows you to toggle 
between a wide range of basemaps and 
orthoimagery.  

AOL also has a great historical 
archive called Wayback, that lets you 
search back through earlier coverages. 
For populated areas like the CBJ, aeri-
als are updated about every 3 years. 

In January, 2021, Discovery staff 
met for a walk in the quarry-reservoir 
area (inset on  right, examining the 
young alder stand). Any time you get 
a much of naturalists together, you're 
lucky to travel more than a tenth-mile-
per-hour. Somebody keeps finding 
a snowshoe hare turd, or weird frost 
crystal, which requires a 10-minute 
discussion. What a lovely world we 
inhabit! Somebody asked when the 
quarry was put in, and none of us knew 
the answer . . .

Which sent me off on this multi-day 
GIS-&-journaling excercise. I hope 
you find it illuminating. 
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https://www.arcgis.com/home/index.html
http://juneaunature.discoverysoutheast.org/content_item/historical-imagery-on-arcgis-online/
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Forgiving without forgetting: A Tlingit 
village up in smoke
July 23, 2015 by Elizabeth Jenkins
I've included this as appendix to the historical series because it 
explains locations of several iterations of John Morris' childhood 
village.

In 1962, the Douglas Indian Village was set ablaze 
to make way for a new harbor. This month marks 53 
years since the city displaced households of Tlingit 
T’aakú Kwáan families. Little to no restitution has 
ever been offered.

The Douglas Indian Village was a winter spot for 
the T’aakú Kwáan people. Water flowed underneath 
a row of about 20 structures on pilings. There was a 
saying, “this was where the sun rays touched first.” 
The village had no running water or electricity. But to 
John Morris it was home.

“That was the trail I used to walk to go to school 
right here. But my house was right where that truck 
is right now,” Where we’re standing has been filled 
with gravel. The water no longer comes up to this 
point. It’s been turned into Savikko Park, a place 
where children play Little League and families grill 
out hamburgers.

Morris remembers seeing his childhood home 
here going up in smoke. “We left everything as is in 
the house with the thought that if they saw that we 
hadn’t moved anything out that they would maybe 
prolong the burning. It didn’t stop them.”

Fishing nets, clothing, dishes—everything. “There 
are no pictures of my childhood. It was all burned up 
in that house,” he says.

Morris is a carver, teacher and tribal leader. At 75, 

he’s one of the last living members to witness the 
burning in 1962. He remembers racial tensions were 
high. He delivered newspapers as a kid.

“And I had a paper sack that had Juneau Empire 
on it. And as long as I had that paper sack I could 
go anywhere in Douglas. Once I took that sack off 
people would tell me, ‘Get down to your village.’”

In 1946, the DIA was looking for boat loans. At 
the time, boats were kept under the house. But that 
wasn’t deemed suitable. So the city and the Corps 
were asked to build a harbor where the village 
stood—with the understanding it would be rebuilt.

That plan didn’t go anywhere. “But the harbor 
plan stayed on the books and in 1962, the City of 
Douglas destroyed the Indian village to build that,” 
says attorney Andy Huff. He put together a formal 
report in 2002 on what happened for the Montana 
Indian Law Resource Center.

Back in the 60s, the City of Douglas found a loop-
hole to condemn the Native village: Most of its occu-
pants were gone to fish camps in summer.

“Even so, the city didn’t have jurisdiction over the 
houses—a federally protected enclave.”

Huff says when he was doing his research, 2 
more red flags stood out. One was the BIA, the 
agency that’s supposed to help, did nothing to inter-
vene. “They refused to get involved even though 
there was this plan to destroy the village,” Huff says.

The other red flag was a possible conspiracy. “I 
found that 2 members on the city zoning commis-
sion, the entity in charge of destroying this village, 
were also members of the BIA at the same time. ”

They were Charles Jones and A.W. Bartlett. 

Both men resigned from the zoning and planning 
committee citing conflict of interest. But the plans to 
burn the village were already underway. Huff says 
that’s an obvious breach of trust. When he put the 
report together 13 years ago, he thought it would 
affect change but no restitution has been offered. 
He thinks, even after all this time, there’s still a legal 
case.

“I don’t think the federal government can argue it 
doesn’t know exactly what happened and what the 
issues are in light of the report coming out and being 
released by the tribes. Something should have 
happened by now.” The BIA could not be reached 
for comment.

After the controlled burn in 1962, the village was 
never rebuilt. The Douglas Harbor and eventually 
the park were constructed in its place. Morris, who 
was on military leave at the time, says he went back 
to Fort Hood, Texas, changed.

“I went back with a bitterness. A bitterness that 
I’m not going to have anything to come back to. I 
don’t have a home. The people I grew up with, I got 
to see firsthand, how they treated us Natives,” 

It took years for him to come back to the Juneau-
Douglas area but he did. He says sometimes friends 
tell him he should file a lawsuit; he could be a 
millionaire.

“That’s not what I’m after. I do want to see that 
corrected but it will never leave me.. It lays dormant 
and I don’t like to touch it unless I have to,” he says.

Morris forgives but doesn’t forget. He would like to 
see restitution for the T’aakú Kwáan people.


