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Cover:  River mist at Dowitcher Slough, scout camp.  ●  This 
one: Peak fireweed, 0808, Outer Ridge. Should triangulate 

to find out if it was taken in the 1982 burn.  ●  Left: Outcome 
of escaped 1989 grassfire at boyscout archery range. 

Preface, March 2020: I'm using coronawinter's isolation to scan 
hundreds of old 35mm slides, mostly spanning the period 1988-
2000. A smattering of earlier photos were given me by friends such 
as Judy Maier, Don Lawrence, David Job and Bob Armstrong. 
Those are especially valued now, looking back over my Alaskan 
sojourn, because—for better and worse—I resisted camera owner-
ship in my greenhorn days, stubbornly adhering to one-track, B&W 
stipple art. 

On my parents' first and only visit to Alaska in May, 1988.  Pam 
and Ed suggested that a visually-driven naturalist should have a 
camera as well as my beloved rapidograph pens, and bought me a 
Minolta Magnum autofocus the day they left. This soon launched a 
game-changing documentary arm of my succession and geomor-
phology explorations. 

JuneauNature already has a section on Repeat photography, 
(RP) with streamable slideshows and downloadable pdfs. 1 These 
resources describe the retake process and interpretive analysis 
of mostly older, pre-color, historical imagery. Let's say, arbitrarily, 
that really "historical" photos date prior to my birth year, 1950, by 
photographers now mostly departed. 

This photo-essay, in contrast, stems from the winter's slide-scan-
ning work, and a realization that some of my own early photogra-
phy is verging on (gulp), what one might kindly call 'sub-historical.' 
I 'went digital' in 2001, two decades ago, and for the most part, it 
seems premature to hold up that fresher pixel-based photography 
as 'RP-worthy.' Besides, should one wish to retake, say, a March, 
2011 photo from Bessie Trail, it's quite logically archived, in: H:\1 
FNs\2010s\2011\03\0324bessie-cowee. I certainly hope a few stubborn 
naturalists will do that, after my own departure. 

A few years into my film-photography career, I began to think 
about documenting change. How does a leaf or flower unfold? How 

1  http://juneaunature.discoverysoutheast.org/category/tools/photography/repeat-
photography/   
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Place names convention: In my writing and cartog-
raphy since publication of Haa L’éelk’w Hás Aani Saax’ú: 
Our grandparents’ names on the land (Thornton & Martin 
eds 2012: abbreviated "T&M12"), I’ve used Lingít place 
names whenever available, followed by translation in 

italic, and IWGN (important white guy ) in parentheses. 
Example: Kadigooni X’áat’, island with spring water 
(Spuhn Island). Euro-names are typically distracting 

preemptions. Where the Lingít went unrecorded I default 
to the IWGN, often acknowledging its inadequacy with a 

parenthetical "(noTN?)" 

does beach meadow change through the seasons? 
Early nineties were the last years Cathy Pohl 
and I lived at Eagle Beach,  Asx'ée, twisted tree, 
and so that's where the majority of RC RPs were 
sequenced. We could step out the door of Boars-
Head Inn, and within 15 minutes' walk, occupy any 
of a dozen-or-more photo-stations in forest, salt 
marsh, uplift parkland, or along rapidly eroding river 
spits and cutbanks. In a few cases where natural 
landmarks were insufficient for precise tripod reposi-
tioning, I drove stakes to center the camera over.

More than a decade later, several years into the 
era of digital imaging, Discovery naturalist Kathy 
Hocker and I conducted a 2-year Repeat Photog-
raphy project. Many of the tricks and conclusions 
we reached are described in reports downloadable 
from JuneauNature. 2  For these pre-digital series 
from slide film, I used similar procedures but was 
occasionally constrained by the more primitive 

2  http://juneaunature.discoverysoutheast.org/content_item/documenting-change-
through-repeat-photography-in-southeast-alaska/ 

technology. For example, I couldn't then load an 
original historic photo to the camera for toggling 
back and forth against 'now' in the field, making 
subtle adjustments to tripod position until back-
ground and foreground were exactly the same. 

But on the other hand, unlike the search for 
deceased photographer's original photopoints—
almost never chosen with thought to future recap-
ture—I had the luxury of choosing my own recover-
able positions, and occasionally even marking them 

Fiddlehead of lady fern, Athyrium felix-femina. Framed 
exactly as stipple-illustration, next page. In one regard, I 
suppose, this toggle-pair is 'successional,' demonstrating an 
evolution of technique. One of my excuses for abstenance 
from cameras in early mountaineering and baby-naturalist 
years was that I feared it'd sap illustrative energies that fed 
my drawings: first pencil, then pen&ink. 

As it turned out, this indeed happened. Between photog-
raphy and—after 2001—GIS cartography, keyboarded 
graphics almost entirely displaced pen-on-paper work by 
the mid-1990s. But for awhile, 1989-to-92, when assem-
bling illustrations for the first edition of Nature of Southeast 
Alaska, photography fed my stippling. Seeking optimal 
accuracy, I projected 35mm slides for preliminary tracing. 
Sensitive to the feelings of some artists and critics that 
this is "cheating,"  I've tried teach rather than conceal this 
process, as did many great masters such as Rembrandt. 
My goal, anyway, is not "art" but rather 'illustration.'  And 
illustrations are better traced than 'eyeballed.'

David Hockney traces the history of tracing in "art"—
or whatever you wish to call it. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Hockney%E2%80%93Falco_thesis). I've explored technical and 
ethical implications of tracing in my slideshow on Alaskan 
master Syndey Laurence. (http://juneaunature.discoverysoutheast.org/

content_item/sydney-laurence-in-juneau/)



4   •   RC RPs  ●  Carstensen repeat photography richard.carstensen@gmail.com 920102

carefully. Today (2020), I may have trouble remembering 
those stations. Some have sketch maps on the slide-
mounts, but most do not. 

I love the pdf format for ease of comparison between 
photos on successive pages. With your keyboard arrows, 
or with one click of your mouse roller (change this in 

On a visit to New 
York in early 

1992, I borrowed 
my parents' slide 

projector and 
placed it on the 
floor shooting 
upward to cast 

the fern image on 
glass-supported 
paper for a light 
pencil rough-out. 

settings if it's not the default in acrobat), you 
can toggle back and forth, meanwhile hold-
ing your finger or the pointer to desired areas 
of interest.  In slideshows, it helps to use a 
long dissolve. Because our eyes are great for 
movement-detection, a dissolve can be even 
better that either-or toggling for understanding 
the magnitude and direction of change.

Dating convention  In all of my journals and 
reports, when full year-month-day is important, I 
use the YYYYMMDD convention. One of many 
reasons: file and folder names leading with this 
8-digit date sort themselves chronologically. 
Additional digits can of course be added for 
hours and minutes.

In this RP report, dates are of course funda-
mental to understanding changes between 
images. But most of these sequences are 
phenologic rather than successional. By that I 
mean they were intended to document cyclic 
change through the seasons, not the slower 
community maturation over multiple years. In 
those instances, most of the photos were taken 
in 1991 and 92, with a few from 1988-&-89. The 
year is mostly irrelevant in phenology, so I label 
photos with only the last 4 digits, MMDD. For 
example, 0514 is May 14th. 

Also, since none of these 35mm slide scans 
are more recent than turn-of millennium (or 
pre-1900 AD), I often dispense with the first 2 
digits of YYYY, eg 89, instead of 1989. 
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Floral phenology

Spring unfolding 
These examples are from a few 
species I followed through early 
growth stages at scout camp in 
spring, 1991. 

Early blueberry
Vaccinium ovalifolium
Replication for this early blue-
berry series  is pretty exact, so I 
may have been 'forcing' a stem, 
perhaps on the cabin porch. 

There's a lot of empty, 'wait-
ing' space in the lower half 
of the scene. That suggests 
more foresight than I actually 
possessed; this is a crop, for just 
the portion of original field-of-
view (FOV) we'll 'need.'

In fact, I should have left a 
little more space at bottom, as 
we'll see on April 19th.

 0414
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 0417

Unlike its cousin, Alaska blue-
berry, (V. alaskense, VAAL), 
flowers of the 'early' variety 
outpace its leaves. Perhaps this 
is partly to give them visual 
dominance on arrival of north-
bound rufous hummingbirds, 
and emergence of resident polli-
nators like bumblebees.
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 0419

Oops!  Should have left a wee 
bit more room for those pendu-
lous orbs.
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Áak'w Táak 
(M-word Valley)
Áak'w Táak means inland from 
little lake.  Because this collec-
tion is mostly for short-interval 
RPs showing seasonal, not 
successional change, I won't 
include many of these longer-
term series, which are more 
appropriated presented else-
where. But these views of the 
glacier deserve a place near the 
front of RC RPs, because Don 
Lawrence launched my interest 
in repeat photography. 

Don's Roche-top
Beginning in the late 1940s, 
Professor Donald Lawrence 
photographed the glacier from 
the schist roche moutonnée—
french for sheep rock—south 
and uphill from what in the 
1960s would become the USFS 
Visitor Center. 
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Don called this “photo rock.” 
Typically, to photograph this 
scene, he stood on top of that 
pale granodiorite erratic that 
looks like a fossil tree stump.
But on his last scramble, in 
1985, he had 45-year-old RC sit 
on that rock. Thinking back on
it, I speculate that he figured 
this would help me relocate the 
rock on future visits. If I’d been 
lucky enough to accompany 
him on the 1955 visit—at the 
age of 4 years, 10 months—I’d 
have had considerably more 
difficulty hoisting myself up 
onto photo rock.
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 2015

In May, 2015 I retook Don's 
scene on a scouting trip with 
Steve Merli. Kinda washed out 
background, but at least the 
foreground vegetation shows 
well. Toggling back and forth 
between this view and the 
following one, only 2 years 
later, watch the left side of the 
glacier. 

I placed a red asterisk in the 
area just above the icecaves. 
Downwasting is especially 
obvious here between 2015 and 
2017.
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 2017

Two years later I retook Don's 
scene on an April-8th scramble 
with teachers. Noticeable down-
wasting along the glacier's west-
ern margin.

Zooming in on spruce leaders 
and whorls silouetted in front of 
the ice, growth isn't great on the 
thinly coated bedrock, but aver-
ages maybe 6 inches per year. 
That'll be enough to obscure the 
downwasting glacier in prob-
ably another decade, whereupon 
this'll become a rather boring 
view.
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 1955
Don's 'Bird Rock'
In the 1950s, Don and Lib Lawrence could freely stroll the freshly uncovered 
lake bed west of Old Steep Creek Outlet. Depending on lake level, they only 
had to wade the outlet stream itself. Their destination was an 8-foot-tall errat-
ic that gulls perched on, which they named Bird Rock. Don climbed it to take 
3 photos, left to right, which could later be assembled into this panorama. 

To most viewers, the glacier's the obvious subject of the pano. But to 
Don—a student of post-glacial succession—the main interest was plant 
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community development in the foreground. Because of poor drainage on 
lacustrine silt, rate of growth will be slower here than on unsorted glacial till. 
Eventually, though, brush and then spruce woodland will make it impossible 
to see the glacier, even from atop Bird Rock. 
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 1988
Don showed me the rock in 1985, and Cathy Pohl and I went back 3 years 
later for a repeat pano, May 6th, 1988, using my visiting father's Minolta 
autofocus 35mm camera. 

Although most of the mid-distance vegetation was only shoulder-high 
willows, the rock itself was perched on slightly higher, better-drained ground. 
You can perceive this elevation difference in the following series for the rock 
itself. As a result, spruce and cottonwood shot up more aggressively, immedi-
ately around the rock. To retake the 3 photos comprising this pano—stitched 

32 years later in photoshop's automate>photomerge, I had to climb one of 
the trees. I also had to do considerable warping to make different parts of the 
pano fit the underlying 1955 view. 
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 2017
Steve Merli and I looked for Bird Rock on April 8th 2017—same day I retook 
the preceding scene from top of Don's roche. After our teacher's workshop 
disbanded, inspired and reminded about how much can be learned from 
rephotography, we followed the lakeshore, waded Steep Creek, and pushed 
into the now-pretty-brushy willow jungle.  

At Bird Rock, even climbing the trees, it was impossible to see the glacier. 
We had to move north to Romeo Pond, where I climbed yet another spruce to 
get this view. 

A week after this, 20170415, Cathy and I did a long loop walk, pausing 
several times to fly for aerials. I assembled a nice 4-minute mp4 that's never 
been uploaded to vimeo.    
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 1952

Bird Rock
July 9th, 1952, Elizabeth 
Lawrence in mid distance. 
Don's orange hat for 
scale. Photo resolution not 
good enough to identify 
foreground bushes with 
certainty. Probably sitka 
alder on right and finer-
leaved willows in front of 
the rock. 

Glacier is still droop-
ing down over the face of 
what will become Climb-
er's Rock in right distance. 
Toggle this against Don's 
retake, just 3 years later, 
next page.
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 1955

Recession has uncovered 
the beginnings of what 
will be referred to as 
Climber's Rock, when 
folks like Merli and Fred 
Hiltner start taking people 
out for top-roping practise.  

D
on

al
d 

La
w

re
nc

e



17   •   RC RPs  ●  Carstensen repeat photography richard.carstensen@gmail.com

 2017

From the erratic you can no 
longer see north to the lake 
or glacier.  On 20170408, 
visiting with Merli, I took 
only 2 shots of Bird Rock 
from within the surround-
ing forest. I should have 
stepped back farther for 
a more inclusive view. 
This shot is overlaid atop 
the 1955 Lawrence scene. 
Today, if you were to log 
off the forest for a better 
view (or, less invasively, 
climb to a tree-crown), no 
ice at all would be appar-
ent from this photopoint, at 
least not within the limits 
of Don's 50mm frame.
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Asx'ée (Eagle Beach)
Until 1992 when we left Asx'ée for a 
beach cabin at 16-mile, the extraor-
dinary diversity of habitats on our 
raised delta allowed me to reach any 
of the following photostations in a 
15-minute walk. 

Inside
Cabinview
This is the view from our bay 
window at Boar's-head Inn, 
then the scout-camp caretaker 
cabin. It begins the fullest RP 
series, because I only had to step 
outside and set up the tripod in 
a standarized spot beside the 
forest trail. leading past my 
computer desk.

Even so, with constant lens-
setting of 70mm, in photoshop 
'layering,'  30 years later, I 
discovered surprizing discrepan-
cies in field-of-view, forcing a 
crop down to ~80% of the origi-
nal scene.

First shot was on Sept 4, 
1990, and last on June 24, 1991. 
My 4-digit dates show only 

 0904
MMDD. Although the series has a dozen views (and several discarded for poor exposure), 
I never thought to take a mid-summer shot with blueberries at peak fruit. 
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 1002

By October 12th, early blue-
berry leaves were yellowed and 
half fallen
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 1029

From October 29th onward, 
blueberries are bare-stemmed 
and understory visibility much 
improved.
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 1124

Approaching Thanksgiving, we 
had respectable snowcover. In 
northern Southeast Alaska, it's 
often said that first sea-level 
snow comes at Halloween. 
But it usually melts fast on the 
unfrozen ground. 
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 1203

On December 3rd, 1990, three 
inches of fresh powder over-
night. My notes don't say, but 
probably this was the beginning 
of complete snow cover that 
wouldn't melt until April, 1991
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 0401

April Fool's, 1990, but blue-
berry buds were unfooled by 
the occasional warm day. Ruled 
instead by photoperiod, their 
buds were still tight.
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 0414

April 14th was the same day I 
took the first of 3 macros of an 
unfolding blueberry stem that 
launch this repeat-photography 
report. The next shot, only 5 
days later, corresponds to the 
last-of-three in that macro 
series. Toggling between 0414 
and 0419, the difference is 
subtle but detectable—due 
less to leaf-expansion than 
flowering.
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 0419

April 19th was just about the 
last of our snow cover in 1991. 
Between 1980 and 1992, I 
recorded first arrival of rufous 
hummingbird. It was typically 
within a few days of 'full flower' 
for early blueberry (Vaccinium 
ovalifolium) 

My friend Bob Armstrong, 
then living just above the beach 
at Thane, usually recorded 
hummers about a week before 
mine. That was partially due 
to earlier plant phenology in 
general in the balmier location. 
But probably more important 
was Bob's nectar-feeders. Some 
hummers probably learn to 
'jump the season' a bit, depend-
ing on human support at a time 
when nature's still withholding.
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 0430

April 30 is the exact center of 
my favorite 30 days of the year: 
April15-to-May15. Summer 
lushness may still be far away, 
but the feeling of 'potential' is 
heavy and irrefuteable.
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 0513

Mid-May is the closing week of 
my favorite 'month' of the year 
in Lingít Aaní.
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 0527

By the end of May, even the 
laggard rusty menziesia is 
mostly unfolded. Those 8-foot-
tall bushes on the right, and 
fresh leaves in lower left are 
Menziesia ferruginea. 
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 0624

Summer solstice gives peak 
lushness at sea level throughout 
Lingít Aaní. After this, fruiting 
slowly drains leaves of their 
vigor, and herbivorous insects 
make inroads on their symmetry 
and perfection.  

This series should really have 
one or two more scenes to fill 
out the mid-and-late-summer 
gap before ticking back on my 
beginning shot in early Septem-
ber. Maybe I'll shoot some on 
this summer's (2020) retake 
visits. But there's probably been 
a lot of succession (as opposed 
to phenological) change, even 
in this relatively stable forest 
scene.
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Grassfire
In spring, 1989, the guy who 
taught archery during summer 
scout camp was tired of sifting 
through deep thatch for vagrant 
arrows. He had the great idea of 
burning it off. I was in town and 
didn't witness the result but it 
must have been pretty exciting. I 
took this within days of the fire, 
before dead needles fell from the 
spruces.

 1989
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A year later. No MMDD, but 
early spring when only ryegrass 
has emerged.

 1990
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Two years post-fire. I wish I'd 
continued to photograph this 
scene, because we need callibra-
tion for how long it takes a snag 
to pass from class I to class II 
decay.

 1991
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Crossover tree
At the junction of the Goosetongue and Sedge Flats is a low 
spot that connected the 2 systems on an 18-foot+ tide in the 
early 1990s. I haven't recently visited to see if it still floods 
through. In theory, 30 years of uplift at about 0.8-inches per 
year should have raised the land 2 feet, requiring a 20-footer 
to connect. I call this place the Crossover.

At forest edge was an open-grown spruce with low branch-
es for easy climbing. I began to take systematic views includ-
ing these panoramas looking north over Dowitcher Slough.

 1117
 19880119

My first climb of Cross-
over tree was in January, 

1988 with David Job, 6 
months before acquir-

ing my first film camera.  
We happened upon an 
extreme high tide that 

flooded the Crossover. In 
fact, that may have been 

what prompted us to go up 
for this better photo-angle.  
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 0512
The previous shot was in November, 1991. On May 12th, 1992, Lynbye sedge 
was around 6 inches high, as seen in more detail on following ground-level 
shots taken on the same day. 

Tripods are especially nice for replicating panoramas, but they don't work 
well in treetops. Especially when you're pretzelled into contortionist poses, 
hanging onto the trunk with one leg while the other, and your non-camera 
hand are forcing those pesky branches to the edges of the field-of view. 

So, obviously, these are handhelds: click, click, click, click, from left to 
right. And as a result, photo alignment in this series is less exact, even after 
some warping in photoshop. 
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 0627
In the week of summer solstice. A patch of cow parsnip is blooming on the 
left. 
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 0804
August 4th. Cow parsnip gone to seed. Lyngbye sedge starts to lay over in 
little patches, perhaps collapsing under the energy of a rogue tidal current.
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1004
October 4th, 1992. Sedges have turned brown and laid down, while grasses 
remain green and mostly standing. 

This is the best time of year for verticle, 'cartographic,' aerial photography, 
to be used in delineating sedge low marsh from grass high marsh. It's our 
biggest unclosed gap in mapping of Southeast estuaries.
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Dowitcher Slough
Standing right in the 
crossover, I began 
to repeat this scene 
looking into the high-
lands of Asx'ée-Lux 
(Eagle-Herbert).

First of these photos 
was taken in late July, 
1990. I was not yet 
keyed-in to the value of 
phenologic series, and 
wouldn't take another 
until May, 1991. But 
you can jump ahead 3 
photos and compare 
what the scene looked 
like on almost the same 
date—August 4th—
two years later, 1992. 
Clouds obscure much 
of the highland snows 
in this view, but they've 
clearly melted higher 
than in '92.  0728
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 0512

May 12th, 1991. An 
oblique view from top 
of Crossover Tree can 
be seen in the previous 
pano sequence, taken 
within minues of this 
one.
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 0624

The rest of this series 
was finished in 1992. At 
summer soltstice there's 
still a lot of snow in the 
highlands. 
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 0804

Considerable melt-back 
by early August, but if 
you were to retake this 
in the 2020s, there'd be 
far less snow.. Review-
ing my old photos in 
light of what we're all 
realizing about  changes 
to mountain glaciers 
and snowpack, I wish 
I'd been more rigorous 
about taking telepho-
tos of highland snows 
at summer's end. I 
don't have much for 
comparison with today's 
conditions.
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 1003

October 3rd, 1992. 
Termination dust has 
obscured outlines of the 
late-summer snow pack. 
At this time of year 
there's almost always 
ground fog on Herbert 
and Eagle rivers.
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 1117

November 17th. Frost 
on the low marsh, 
cleaned off at lower 
edge by the last high 
tide. 
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River Spit
Looking back from the vantage of 2020, I might have moved my photopoints 
on River Spit to a more durable location. Over the intervening 30 years since 
my RP series was started, this is has been most dynamically shifting landform 
at Asx'ée delta.

I'm unaware of any Lingít placename for Herbert Glacier. Lux, silty water, 
is the name for the glacial river, so I suppose we could extend this back to the 
river's source. 

A 400mm telephoto series follows, zoomed in on just the glacier, that 
was apparently taken from this same photopoint. It's in the section called  
Asx'ée>Distant.

Because this was only a recently created landform, veg-diversity was 
extremely low. Ryegrass was not full height, still giving a view of the brighter 
green Honkenya clone

 0627
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August 4th. Today (2020) the glacier has probably downwasted almost out of 
sight from this photopoint.
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October 3rd. Dead grasses and 'termination dust' on the mountains.
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The previous set from River 
Spit looked inland to the 
watershed's glacial source; 
this set faces 180o, across Big 
Lynn [noTN?] to the Chilkat 
Range. I took it on a ski 
outing during Cathy's second 
winter at Camp, 1989. In 
1991 and 92, I took 4 more, 
but their foreground can't 
be lined up with this one 
because the river was eroding 
the spit so aggressively. 

That continues. I need to 
measure total loss of ground 
here from my EB map series.

 0218
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By May, 1991, 27 months 
later, a drift-down spruce 
with sand-clutching rootpad 
had come to rest on the outer-
most turn of spit, henceforth 
providing a way to line up 
my RP shots.

You can tell how fast the 
river's eating back loose sand 
and gravel here by the way 
the less removable grass mat 
once covering it has slumped 
down over the cutbank.

 0512
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Another 13 months have 
passed. This one's from 
around solstice time, 1992. 

That small log jutting out 
of the cutbank could be quite 
old. It was buried a couple 
feet down and is now being 
re-exhumed. Looks like at 
least a meter of sand has been 
removed since May, 1991.

 0627
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Early August, 1992. Peak 
grass lushness. Very low 
diversity compared to older 
beachridge communities. 

 0804
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Mid-November, 1992. 
Enough of the jutting log was 
mined out to wash it free. 

 1117
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Outer Ridge
Biggest patch of fruit-
ing baneberry I've ever 
seen. When I took the 
photo in late July, 1989, 
I wasn't thinking about 
repeat photography. 

But it turned out to 
have all the qualities 
Kathy Hocker and I 
later identified for prime 
RP potential. Easy 
triangulation off distant 
and right-mid-distant 
mountains and spruce 
grove. Plus a fascinating 
and rapidly evolving 
foreground that—due 
to meadow capture—is 
unlikely to 'forest-up,' 
obscuring near detail.

And how did that 
tipped-over Class-I 
spruce snag get there? 
I have a vague memory 
of Army landing craft 
coming ashore nearby. 
Did they uproot it?

 0724
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Two years later, in 1991, 
I took an early May 
shot, when ryegrass was 
the only species aggres-
sive enough to push up 
through deep overwin-
tering thatch.

 0512
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It was until a year later, 
1992 I took the 3rd 
installment, discovering 
that solstice-time lupine 
blossoms were just as 
dramatic as the bane-
berry fruiting a month 
later. 

 0624
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By early August, 1992, 
those lupine blossoms 
had dropped, and the 
pea pods were well 
developed. This is only 
2 weeks later in the year 
than the 1989 bane-
berry shot with maybe 
50 visible, blood-red 
clusters.  

In contrast, this view 
has only a handful of 
Actaea fruit clusters, 
ripened past blood-red 
to brick red. Are the 
others just not there 
or obscured? And, if 
obscured, for pheno-
logic or successional 
reasons?

 0804
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Early October. Lady 
fern hasn't yet laid over.

 1003
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Distant
This category is from 
telephotos with a 400mm 
lens I bought for the 
Minolta. Mostly taken 
from Outer Ridge, but 
maybe also the River 
Spit?

Nowadays, only some 
pro photographers used 
fixed lenses, and it's 
easier to frame a scene 
aesthically by zoom 
adjustment. But one 
advantage of fixed lenses 
for RP is you don't have 
to wonder exactly how 
wide to shoot.

Chilkats
In May, 1991, without 
anticipating a retake 
series, I photographed the 
state ferry with a moun-
tain backdrop.

I liked the scene, so in 
November that same year, 
took it again. . .  0512
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Approaching Thanksgiv-
ing time that year, 1991, 
fresh snows had already 
mostly buried the aldery 
slide zones on those fore-
ground ridges. 

 0118
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Lynn Canal is the high-
way to Haines, Deishu, 
trail's end. On our solstice 
photo-walk, 1992, we 
noticed this fishing boat 
approaching the scene, 
and got the tripod set up 
in time to capture it pass-
ing through. 

To include it, though, I 
had to lower the 400mm 
lens, barely clipping 
off the top of the high-
est peak. In photoshop, 
28 years later, I cheated 
slightly, salvaging the 
summit and rubberstamp-
ing the seiner a little 
farther back across the 
canal.

This and other 'distant' 
series remind me how 
little foresight I possessed 
in regard to long-term 
climate-change docu-
mentation. I should have 
taken summer's-end 
photos of all these scenes, 
before 'termination dust.'  0628
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Herbert Glacier
Taken in early 
1991, probably 
from same photo-
point as a preced-
ing, scaled-out 
series. The idea of 
this was to look for 
subtle changes in 
ice position along 
the valley walls.

Too bad I was 
limited to the 
fixed, 400mm lens. 
By zooming out a 
wee bit I could've 
included the river-
banks, increasing 
drama and infor-
mation content.

 0305
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Taken 8 months 
later, in November, 
1991. It shouldn't 
be too hard to 
reframe this 
telephoto view. 
Unless, perhaps, 
those bare grey 
cliffs on left are 
now obscured by 
brush.

Toggling 
against the next 
page, it's apparent 
from treecrowns 
silhouetted against 
the glacier that I 
moved too far to 
the right. I guess 
this isn't one of 
the places where 
a stake marked 
the proper tripod 
position.

 1117
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Taken 9 months 
later, in August, 
1992. Prominent 
medial moraine 
stripes in right 
distance are 
not apparent on 
preceding view. 
They probably 
didn't move much 
side-to-side, but 
were covered by 
more snow in the 
November, 1991 
photo.

August is near 
the end of the 
summer melt 
season, so all of 
this lower tongue 
lies withing the 
ablation zone. 
So how bout the 
Nov-91 view—
early-winter dust-
ing or persistent 
cover from the 
90-91 winter pack? 

 0804
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Water Watch
This winter (2020) one of my 
slide-scanning projects was to 
copy and organize about 200 
images from Discovery's 1995-
99 WaterWatch program in CBJ 
middle schools. So far, I haven't 
digitized the master report. Files 
are on unreadable zipdisks. 
Maybe next winter I'll scan 
and optimize my printed copy, 
then vastly expand it with these 
awesome images and handdrawn 
student maps. 

What a cool project it'd be for 
Valley students to retake and 
remap these backyard study areas. 
Especially if their parents were 
students in the original study!  

Duck Creek arch
Sometime in winter, 1995, on an 
outing with students from Floyd 
Dryden, I took this downstream 
view of a recently constructed 
bottomless arch. 

 0300?
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About 14 months passed. By 
mid-May, 1996, banks had been 
armored with coir logs, and prob-
ably seeded.

 0514
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Yet another year, 1997. No 
recorded month for this one but 
I'm guessing September? Grasses 
appear clumped. Was there plant-
ing as well as seeding?

 0900?
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Two years have passed, to 1999. 
In late May, only a week (pheno-
logically speaking after the May 
14, 1996 shot, it's impressive how 
complete the grass cover is on this 
disturbed site.  

Did they seed with a native 
species?

 0520
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At summer's end in 1999, it's 
looking pretty 'successful.' Only a 
couple problems.

I annotated this series after 
scanning during my WaterWatch 
reporting. Looks like my hopes 
of native grass were naive. They 
used the aggressive invader 
Phalaris! And in the stream bed, 
that species on the bars is the 
exotic forget-me-not Myosotis.

 0900
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Here's a corresponding view on 
the same day (Sept?) in 1999, 
looking upstream from the 
'receiving' side of the arch

I think these might be sprouts 
on willow cuttings. Both natives: 
Salix sitchensis (SASI) and 
barclayii (SABA)

 0900
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Don Lawrence

Wooshkeenax Deiyí
trails above each other 
(Roberts Trail)

'The Professor'—as some 
Glacier Bay disciples called 
him—was my mentor in 
Repeat Photography. At 
the end of his field career, 
he gave me the carefully-
annotated kodachrome 
originals of all the RP 
series he took in the Juneau 
area. 

Bear Bowl
Okay, this one violates by 
one year my rule that "sub-
historic" originals have to 
be taken since I was born, 
in September, 1950. But it's 
just too cool not to include 
in this collection.

Don took this with his 
90mm lens, so it's 'tighter' 
than his more customary 
50mm shots.   1949
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My retake 40 years later, 
like Don's original in 1949, 
was at summer's end, when 
late snowpatches had all 
melted. 

This pair is zoomed in a 
bit closer than the 50mm 
set I included on page 53 of 
Natural history of Juneau 
trails (2013). But the back-
ground and interpretation 
presented there explains 
much of what's transpired 
in Bear Bowl.

Note, 20200407:
I hope to expand this docu-
ment substantially, adding 
more photo-series and more 
detailed annotations. RC 
RPs v1 is offered mostly as 
a sampler.

Hopefully it will also 
serve to inspire simi-
larly inclined photog-
raphers, who may use 
'covid-spring-2020' as 
their time to dive into 
photo-phenology.  1989


